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Laine Mansour crowned 2016 Most Beautiful Chancellor
evaluates
strengths,
needs of
university
LOGAN KIRKLAND
dmeditor@gmail.com

PHOTOS: TIMOTHY STEENWYCK

Laine Mansour was crowned Most Beautiful at the 2016 Parade of Beauties Wednesday. The competition comprised 92 women and was held in the Gertrude Ford Center for Performing Arts. The two-hour event comprised
an evening wear competition and a dance performance by Hinge Dance Company. Taylor Alice Mays, the 2015
Most Beautiful, crowned Mansour. SEE PAGE 5 AND THEDMONLINE.COM FOR MORE PHOTOS

Yalobusha: Raising a glass, raising for charity
WILL CROCKETT
DRAKE DAVIS
Andy O’Bryan walked through
the barrel room of Yalobusha
Brewing Company on Friday
night, bourbon barrels full of
beer to his left and newly-purchased wine barrels to his right,
as a crowd gathered in the front
room of the brewery for a night
of tasting and live music.
O’Bryan, the owner of Yalobusha Brewing Company, laid
his hand on one of the wine
barrels, stained a faded purple
from use, unsure of what beer
would eventually be held inside.
“We’re experimenting right
now,” O’Bryan said. “It’s not one
of these things where you can
throw whatever beer you want

in the wine barrel and know it
will be good. You really need to
find out which beer pairs well
with this style.”
In addition to finding the
right barrel for his beers — he’s
also aiming to match each of his
beers with a charitable cause by
the end of the year.
“Our goal for the end of 2016
is to have every single beer that
we make, that goes out into the
world, to be linked to a Mississippi-based charity or foundation,” O’Bryan said.
O’Bryan said for the past
three years, Yalobusha had always been involved in general
charitable giving; but now, the
company is looking into more
specific causes for Mississippi.

SEE YALOBUSHA PAGE 4
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The owner of Yalobusha Brewery prepared to receive customers at last Friday’s Yalobusha taste tour.

In his first semester on campus, Chancellor Jeff Vitter said
he hopes to learn as much about
the University, its needs and its
accomplishments, as he can.
The Chancellor search committee unanimously selected
Vitter, former provost and executive vice chancellor at The University of Kansas,as chancellor
in late Oct. 2015.
On his semester-long tour,
Vitter said he has observed several important facets of the University which he might help to
further.
One of the greatest challenges Vitter said he faces here at
the University is the continuing
difficulty of securing state and
national funding for higher education.
Nothing is more important to
the future of this state and even
the world economy than education, Vitter said.
“Education is the hope of the
future,” Vitter said. “It creates
opportunities for people to better themselves and it breaks
through stereotypes by advancing understanding at a deep level.”
Vitter said, in order for the
University to continue leading
in higher education, it is important to gain funding to advance
programs, make learning environments more personal and
provide access to the latest technology and equipment.
He said the University is
working hard to be as “mean
and lean” as it can and as affordable as possible while still
sustaining a high academic and
research profile.
Vitter said he recognized diversity as “a high priority” at this
University.
Those who are exposed to different races, genders and international cultures, he said, will

SEE CHANCELLOR PAGE 3
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Bernie Sanders is enjoying
a huge surge nationwide and
just won the New Hampshire
primary by 20 points. Donald
Trump has become a political
rock-star who won New Hampshire by almost 20 points.
Despite seeming like polar
opposites, Trump and Sanders
share a common trait: they’re
tired of the status quo.
Trump attracts disgruntled
blue collar workers and fervent,
if not utterly overzealous, patriots. Sanders attracts hopeful
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college students and other people tired of the wealthy being
the only beneficiaries of GDP
and economic growth. Both
groups aren’t pleased with
what’s happening.
Trump’s supporters want to
go back to a time where America was a hardcore superpower
and global enforcer. They want
America to not only be strong,
but also feared and a force to be
reckoned with. They want a return to traditional values.
Sanders’ supporters want
America to stop forcing itself
on other nations. They look at
the aftermath of America’s invasions and smell the scorched
earth and bodies. They want
America to be a place of compassion and growth. They don’t
want to return to traditional
values. Going backward in time
is worse for every woman and
most minorities.
Trump and Sanders supporters are becoming a force
to be reckoned with. Because

The Daily Mississippian
is published Monday
through Friday during
the academic year, on
days when classes are
scheduled.
Contents do not
represent the
official opinions of
The University of
Mississippi or The Daily
Mississippian unless
specifically indicated.
ISSN 1077-8667

of them, more moderate contenders are being edged out.
Jeb Bush and John Kasich are
more traditional GOP candidates. They’re moving more
and more right, but when the
political landscape calls for
someone to be anti-establishment, one must attempt to distance oneself from accusations
of being a RINO (Republican in
name only).
Hillary Clinton is still polling
better than Sanders in most
states, and she is a much more
moderate candidate. Sanders’
campaign tweeted: “You can be
a moderate. You can be a progressive. But you cannot be a
moderate and a progressive.”
Clinton attempts to play both
sides with some success, but
the younger demographic is no
longer buying what she’s selling.
I believe Clinton is doing better than GOP moderate candidates because of the way Democrats have interacted with the

The Daily Mississippian welcomes letters to the editor. Letters should be addressed to The Daily Mississippian, 201
Bishop Hall, P.O. Box 1848, University, MS, 38677-1848,
or e-mailed to dmletters@olemiss.edu.
Letters should be typed, double-spaced and no longer than
300 words. Letters may be edited for clarity, space or libel.
Third-party letters and those bearing pseudonyms, pen
names or “name withheld” will not be published. Publication is limited to one letter per individual per calendar
month.
Letters should include phone and email contact information so that editors can verify authenticity. Letters from students should include grade classification and major; letters
from faculty and staff should include title and the college,
school or department where the person is employed.

big political players in their
party. Wanting social safety nets requires faith in those
leading us. Clinton’s history
and formidableness has positioned her in a superior position to her GOP counterparts.
To Democrats who aren’t
supporting Clinton, she’s seen
as a person willing to sacrifice
her ideals in favor of what is
politically convenient.
Of course that will make her
better at working with Republican legislators, or it would if
she wasn’t so universally hated
by them.
While it’s too early to call,
one thing has been made painfully clear: the voters are tired
of accepting whatever they’ve
been served.
The moderates may win out,
but they’ll have to fight tooth
and nail.
Holly is a religious studies
major from Flowood.
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Students pair Ole Miss Dining
with Food Recovery Network
ALEXIS NEELY

anneely@go.olemiss.edu

PHOTO BY: LOGAN KIRKLAND

Newly-selected Chancellor Jeff Vitter poses in his office for a photo Wednesday.

CHANCELLOR

continued from page 1
become more marketable for a
global climate.
Vitter said the University and
people of Mississippi are dealing with the legacy of the Confederacy and it is important to
put historical buildings into
context.
In this way, Vitter said, students, faculty and fans understand the University’s commitment to progression and
equality, but also learn from the
past so graduates can “go forward as leaders of this country.”
A plaque will soon be placed
in front of the Confederate statue that will put in context the
history of the effigy along with
the events involved, including
the events surrounding the enrollment of James Meredith
and the change of society, Vitter
said.
Vitter said the diversity committee formed in 2013 might
also look for chances to change
existing campus structures as it
renovates.
“We have a lot of rehabilitation to do in some buildings and
that would be an opportunity
to perhaps, in one case, provide a new naming opportunity,” Vitter said. “The legacy of
Mississippi has thrust the University into the spotlight, and
the University has chosen to
be a leader and to be out there
addressing the kinds of issues
like Charleston, South Carolina.
While we remember our past,
we are always driven to be the
best we can be and lead for the
future, and that’s what I think

this University is about— and
that makes me very proud to be
a part of this University.”
Vitter said he also noticed a
strong research community and
students with an extensive interest in innovation and impacting society.
“What surprised me most was
how special the undergraduates
are in advancing that academic
excellence,” Vitter said. “This
University has it all. It really has
the whole package.”
Vitter said the caliber of creativity and impact Ole Miss students have is incredible.
He said the interaction and
productivity between the University’s programs, ranging
from liberal arts to the professional schools, impressed and
surprised him.
“That makes this university a
very vibrant place where people
flock to,” Vitter said.

After reading about the
Food
Recovery
Network,
Connor Holeman and Parker
Wheat felt it was necessary to
bring the organization to the
university.
The Food Recovery Network
donates food that would be
wasted from college campuses to community members in
need.
Though Holeman, junior
international studies and
French major, and Wheat, a
graduate integrated marketing and communications student, had never met before,
they were united by a common
goal to combat food waste on
campus and hunger in the
community.
Both coincidentally contacted the Food Recovery Network at the same time.
“I worked at a restaurant
for a couple years, so I’m no
stranger to how much food
is wasted everywhere,” Holeman said.
“After eating on campus for
a few years, it’s easy to see
how much is thrown away.
There’s no excuse for the huge
amounts of food wasted each
day on our campus. I definitely take for granted the surplus
of food that is offered to us
daily.”
According to their website,
The Food Recovery Network
has 170 chapters in 40 states.
Since its founding in 2011,
the almost completely student-led organization has
recovered over 1,000,000
pounds of food and provided
over 800,000 meals to those
in need.
The Food Recovery Network
is now the largest student or-

ganization against food waste
in America.
The new chapter at the university will be the first established in the state.
“Honestly, when I learned
of the organization I was surprised to find that Mississippi
has the highest rate of food insecurity in the country, yet no
colleges or universities in the
state had started a chapter of
FRN,” Wheat said.
“I am happy to be a part of
something that will have such
a positive impact on so many
lives. It has been a lengthy
process, but we would not
have been able to accomplish
anything without the help
of so many people along the
way.”
With the assistance of local
non-profit organization More
Than a Meal and the University’s dining services, new FRN
chapter coordinator Maddie
Cunningham now works to
enact positive change.
“There’s a lot of food going
to waste everyday on every

college campus,” Cunningham
said. “We think it’s important
that we’re fighting food waste
and hunger at the same time.”
A team of volunteers will
transport packaged leftover
food from the Rebel Market
cafeteria to More Than a Meal
every Tuesday for its weekly
dinner for those in need.
Holeman and Wheat are
looking forward to the impact
their partnership with the
Food Recovery Network will
have not only on campus, but
also the entire city.
“It’s easy to stay in the Ole
Miss campus bubble, but
there are needs in the Oxford
community, too,” Holeman
said.
“The mission of the Food
Recovery Network is to reduce waste by providing food
to those in need. Not only will
the organization enhance the
University’s sustainability efforts, but it will also give back
to the community that Ole
Miss calls home.”

Friday, Feb. 12, 5 pm at
Off Square Books

The Jack & Jimmy Show
Featuring Jack Pendarvis with
CIGARETTE LIGHTER
(Bloomsbury, pb. 16.95)

and
Jimmy Thomas with
CONVERSATIONS WITH
BARRY HANNAH

(Univ. Press of MS, pb. 25.00)

ON THE SQUARE
IN OXFORD
Call 236-2262 for
details or
to reserve
signed copies

www.
squarebooks.
com
36390

Only your mother could make you
Feel Better Faster

Walk-ins Welcome.
Open Every Day
8am-7pm
Sick? Injured?
We’re here to help!

Our emergency room trained staff is
equipped to handle your illnesses & injuries.
You only pay a co-pay
when you visit!

662.236.2232

1929 University Ave.
OxfordUrgentClinic.com
27727

36328
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Andrew Bryant prepares a six-pack of Yalobusha beers.

YALOBUSHA

continued from page 1
Yalobusha currently features
three beers paired with a charity or foundation: the Mississippi Blues Trail Ale, the Snopes
Family Pilsner and the Larry
Brown Ale.
Two percent of the revenues
from each of these beers sold is
given to the foundation or charity with which the beer is partnered. O’Bryan said two percent
of each beer’s revenue is no
small chunk of change.

“Our Blues Trail Ale is in a
partnership with the Mississippi Blues Commission,” John
Hornor, a brewer at Yalobusha,
said.
“We call it the official beer of
Mississippi because it’s the only
beer affiliated with a state or
government agency in the country.”
The Snopes Family Pilsner
gives proceeds to Oxford Chef
John Currence’s Move On Up
Mississippi foundation, and a
portion of the Larry Brown Ale
revenues will benefit local fire
departments in the name of the
Brown family, as a tribute to

news

PHOTOS BY: TIMOTHY STEENWYCK

the late Oxford author and firefighter.
O’Bryan said although there
are plenty of excellent charities on the national stage, such
as United Way or Red Cross,
he decided there were some
smaller causes, like local fire
departments, that didn’t garner
as much attention as national
organizations.
“Most people don’t think
about (the smaller causes),”
O’Bryan said. “People think it’s
a taxpayer or government-funded type deal, but if there’s a
shortfall, who makes up for
that?”

36324

O’Bryan
said
he was approached
by John Currence about the
possibility of tying one of the
Yalobusha beers to his Move
On Up Mississippi Foundation,
which, according to the foundation’s mission statement, aims
to “inspire and fund educational youth initiatives focused on
health, wellbeing and physical
activity.”
O’Bryan said Yalobusha already had the Snopes Family
Pilsner on the drawing board
last year. Once Currence approached him, O’Bryan knew
Snopes was a perfect fit.
Currence said he chose the
name “Move On Up” came
about through Currence’s because he saw Mississippi at the
bottom of lists that rank states
in areas like obesity and education.
“The name comes from
(wanting Mississippi to move
up) on all lists,” Currence said.
“It’s born out of a desire to
hopefully inspire folks to break
out of this sort of satisfaction
with mediocrity. We continue
to be mired down at the bottom
of all these lists that are terrible
to be at the bottom of, and at
the top of all these lists that are
terrible to be at the top of. We
just want to secure a future for
Mississippi that moves forward,
that moves up and is better for
the children of our state.”
O’Bryan said knowing the
money Yalobusha is donating

stays in the state and benefits
Mississippians was one of the
main reasons Yalobusha began
establishing partnerships with
Mississippi foundations. Still,
choosing which foundations
to partner each beer with is no
easy task, O’Bryan said.
“People would be amazed
at the number of emails I get
daily asking for contributions,”
O’Bryan said.
O’Bryan said he makes the
decisions for which foundation
to partner on his own, spending
time in meetings with the foundations in order to get to know
each one. The decision to partner the Blues Trail Ale with the
Blues Commission took
almost a year of meetings and
consideration, but O’Bryan said
his passion for the cause made
the effort worthwhile.
When asked what catches
O’Bryan’s eye as a cause worth
donating, his answer was succinct.
“Genuine concern for Mississippians,” O’Bryan said.
Hornor, one of just two Yalobusha brewers, said being charitable is something that comes
along with being a Mississippian.
“Andy is trying to tie everything into something substantive, or a charity giving back to
the community,” Hornor said.
“Mississippi is the most giving state in the country and
Mississippians are the most
generous people in the country
because it’s the state that needs
it the most.”

36398
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University of Mississippi Parade of Beauties 2016

The 2016 hopefuls welcome 2015’s Most Beautiful, Taylor Alice Mays, to the stage.

PHOTO BY: TIMOTHY STEENWYCK

PHOTO BY: TIMOTHY STEENWYCK

Christine Williamson flaunts a white dress at the 2016 Parade of Beauties.

PHOTO BY: TIMOTHY STEENWYCK

Miss University, Carol Coker, sings in the Gertrude Ford Center Wednesday during the Parade of Beauties.

Bridget Hancock poses for the judges Wednesday night.

PHOTO BY: TIMOTHY STEENWYCK

START-UP
WEEKEND
ENTREPRENEURS, LAUNCH YOUR START-UP IN 54 HOURS OR LESS
February 12-14: Event starts at 5:30 p.m. on Friday, February 12
Ole Miss School of Business, Room 038 Holman Hall
Visit www.up.co/communities/usa/oxford/startup-weekend/8418 for ticket purchase and additional info
Enter Promo Code STUDENTS for $25 discount ticket
36350
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Wood and Wire: Oxford’s latest bluegrass visitor

COURTESY: WOODANDWIREBAND.COM
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Sudoku #8
4 6 9 7
2 3 8 1
7 1 5 9
9 4 1 8
8 2 3 6
5 7 6 3
1 9 4 2
3 8 2 5
6 5 7 4

EARN UP TO $20/hr

4 8 5
6 2 1
9 3 7
5 1 8
2 9 3
7 6 4
8 5 6
3 7 9
1 4 2
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music and some old bluegrass
standards as well,” Kamel
said. “I would just say a good,
fun, high energy performance;
that’s what we like to do.”
The band currently has two
full length studio albums out,
the most recent of which made
quite an impression within the
growing bluegrass following
all around the nation. Entitled
“The Coast,” the album displays a healthy mix of the beloved old bluegrass sound and
the group’s unique take on the
genre.
“Really, we are still discovering ourselves as a band, and
it’s really just starting to happen,” Kamel said. “As much as
I love ‘The Coast’ I can’t wait
to make the third (album)…
As far as the direction we are
heading, to see that, you’ve
got to see us live. We do play a
lot of songs off ‘The Coast,’ we
always do, but I think the way
we play them live is a little bit
different than the record.”
As the group looks forward
to 2016, their busy schedule includes recording a live
album, as well as putting in
work towards another original
album to be released
FRIDAY FEB. 12 AND SATURDAY FEB. 13 studio
sometime in 2017.
“We will be traveling all over
the country (in 2016), east
FORMER TUESDAY MORNING LOCATION coast and west coast. We’re
playing at a bunch of really
cool festivals,” Kamel said.
LOTS OF FURNITURE, OFFICE FURNITURE, AND OTHER ITEMS
“It’s
Intermediate Sudoku by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book
14 going to be a fun year.”

Sudoku #7
7 2 1 9 6 3
9 8 3 5 4 7
6 5 4 8 1 2
2 4 7 3 9 6
5 1 6 7 8 4
3 9 8 1 2 5
4 7 9 2 3 1
1 6 2 4 5 8
6 7 9

In the past few months, Oxford has opened its doors to
some of the most prominent
and exciting bluegrass bands
currently making music.
Last semester alone featured shows by groups such
as Greensky Bluegrass and

said. “It was a combination of
the Old Settler’s Music Festival, where we would all kind
of party and jam together, and
just through other pickers we
know.”
Through this less-than-formal introduction, the group
was able to draft some of the
most talented bluegrass musicians in all of Austin, including legendary mandolinist Billy Bright, and started to make
the unique, technically proficient sound that is prevalent
in all their work.
The band’s inaugural visit
to Oxford is a part of a long
weekend of shows throughout
the state of Mississippi, and is
sure to bring yet another fresh
and exciting take on modern
bluegrass to the Square.
“We’ll play a lot of original

“We put on a really high energy, really fun, live show,”
Tony Kamel, lead singer and
guitarist for the group, said.
“We do a lot of improvisation,
some extended jams. I think
that’s what a lot of people want
to see instead of stiff people
sitting there, going through
the motions, playing the same
songs. We like to get out there,
way out in left field.”
The group’s high-energy,
fresh take on an age-old genre
is largely a product of the
band’s hometown of Austin.
The thriving bluegrass scene
in this legendary music city
gave birth to Wood & Wire.
“We all kind of met each
other in different ways, and
we all kind of came together
through the picking and bluegrass scene out here,” Kamel

5

ahille1234@gmail.com

Punch Brothers. As a new semester comes to fruition, yet
another promising up-andcomer within the genre is
gracing the Square for a night
of unforgettable banjo-picking, foot-stomping music.
Wood & Wire, a bluegrass
quartet from Austin, Texas,
will put on their first show in
Oxford tomorrow at Proud
Larry’s starting at 9 p.m.

8 3

AUSTIN HILLE
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Women’s basketball to play ranked Texas A&M at home
JIMMY ANDERSON

jbander2@go.olemiss.edu

The Ole Miss Lady Rebels
come home to take part in a
two-game home stand against
the Auburn Tigers on Thursday
and No. 15 ranked Texas A&M
on Sunday.
The Lady Rebels have endured a gauntlet of opponents
as late. Four of the Rebels’ last
six opponents played have been
ranked in the top 25. As a result,
Ole Miss has gone 1-4 against
those opponents. The lone
win coming against then No. 9
ranked Kentucky Wildcats.
Five of the next six opponents
are ranked in the top 25, as well.
In the last contest against
Georgia, Ole Miss lost 70-56.
Madinah Muhammad scored
15 points and freshman Jonell
Williams scored eight points to
lead the Rebels.
It wasn’t enough though; they
were woeful again from the
field, only shooting 35.5 percent.
It has been the issue plaguing the Lady Rebels all year and
more importantly, in conference play. They struggle shooting the ball. Against league opponents, Ole Miss is last in the
SEC in field goal percentage at
33 percent and next to last in
points per game at 56 points per
game.

PHOTO BY: ARIEL COBBERT

Madinah Muhammed battles for control of the ball with Mississippi Valley State’s Christina Reed in a 97-61 game win for the Ole
Miss Lady Rebels.
Women’s head coach Matt
Insell said most of the shots Ole
Miss takes are open shots and
the missed shots do not reflect
effort.
“We got a lot of great looks,”
Insell said. “We didn’t make
enough shots to win the game.

CLASSIFIEDS INFORMATION
To place your ad in The Daily Mississippian Classifieds section, visit:
http://www.thedmonline.com/classifieds.
The DEADLINE to place, correct or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one business day in advance. The Daily Mississippian is published Monday through Friday when school is
in session except during the summer session which is Tuesdays and Thursdays.
Classified ads must be prepaid. All major credit cards accepted. No refunds
on classified ads once published.
RATES:
- $0.25 per word per day
- 15-word minimum
Additional Features (Web & Print):
- No minimum run
Jumbo Headline - $3
Big Headline - $2
Bold Text - extra $0.50 per word

To place your ad online: www.thedmonline.com/classifieds
The DM reserves the right to refuse ads that appear to offer unrealistic or questionable
products or services.
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55 win over archrival Alabama.
The Tigers are led by a trio of
players. Junior guard Brandy
Montgomery comes in scoring
at 15.4 points per game. Senior
forward/center Tra’cee Tanner
scores 12.6 points per game and
pulls down 7.4 rebounds per
game and junior forward Katie
Frierking scores at 12.2 at clip.
On Sunday, the Lady Rebels
welcome in No. 15 ranked Texas A&M Aggies (16-7; 6-4 SEC).
The last time the two teams
played, The Lady Aggies took
down the Lady Rebels 81-58.
The Lady Aggies are coming
off a win over No. 23 Tennessee
by a score of 75-71 after having
lost two straight games.
The Aggies are led in scoring
by senior guard Courtney Walker at 18.7 points per game and
in rebounding at 5.6 rebounds
per game. Coming in behind her
is senior forward Courtney Williams at 11.7 points per game,
and Jordan Jones leads the
Lady Aggies in assists averaging
5.3 per game.

I hurt for our players because
they played really, really hard”
Ole Miss looks to amend
those woes as Auburn comes to
Oxford Thursday night.
The Lady Tigers have won the
last four out of their last five
games and are coming off a 59-

APARTMENT FOR RENT
LARGE 2 BEDROOM/2.5 BATH townhouse with W/D included. No pets. 1
year lease. Quiet atmosphere. Deposit
and references required. Call (662)2340000

CONDO FOR RENT
2 BEDROOM, 1.5 Bath, W/D. DW.
No Pets. Windsor Townhouses. $850/
month Deposit Required (662)230-0823
TURNBERRY CONDO 3 BR, 2 BA,
Gated/ Pool. w/d $1200. Available 3/01.
901-262-1855

WEEKEND RENTAL
WEEKEND RENTALS Event weekends
or any time. Locally owned and operated, BBB accredited www.oxfordtownhouse.com (662)801-6692
36397

t h i s a i n ' t yo u r g r a n d pa r e n t s '

YEARBOOK
N E W O N L I N E C O N T E N T . U P D AT E D W E E K LY . AVA I L A B L E N O W .

THEOLEMISSYEARBOOK.COM CONNECT.

theolemisseditor@gmail.com

/theolemiss

@theolemiss #theolemiss
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Recruits: The most recent additions to the offensive line
COLLIN BRISTER

thedmsports@gmail.com

Hugh Freeze and the Ole Miss coaching staff put an emphasis on acquiring offensive linemen in the 2016 signing class. Ole Miss signed five offensive linemen in this recruiting
cycle, hopefully to combat the losses they had among the offensive line after the 2015 season. The Rebels lost three-year starter Laremy Tunsil at left tackle, Fahn Cooper, a two-year
starter at right tackle, and Ben Still, who filled in admirably for the Rebels at center during Robert Conyer’s absence. The Rebels return the aforementioned Conyers, who will likely
man the center position in 2016 along with guards Javon Patterson, Rod Taylor, Jordan Simms and tackle Sean Rawlings.

GREG LITTLE

BRYCE MATHEWS

JACK DEFOOR

Little, a consensus five star, is Laremy
Tunsil’s heir apparent at the left tackle
position. After de-committing from Texas A&M, Little committed to the Rebels
in December. Little is from Allen, Texas
and had offers from virtually everyone in
the country. Little will be a key cog in the
wheel of the Rebels’ 2016 season. He will
be asked to play immediately and protect
Chad Kelly’s blind side. The Rebels have
been blessed with Tunsil the past three
years protecting the quarterback’s blind
side, and are hopeful Little will have the
same success as his predecessor.

Mathews is one of the more underrated players in the Rebels’ signing class.
Mathews, a 6-foot-6-inch, 275 pound
tackle, committed to the Rebels in July
and remained firm throughout the
process. Mathews is from Brentwood,
Tennessee. and chose the Rebels over
his home-state Tennessee Volunteers,
Clemson and Michigan. He will contend
for immediate playing time at the right
tackle position, and could likely be the
Rebels’ right tackle for an extended period of time.

Defoor is a three-star prospect from
Calhoun, Georgia. Defoor chose the Rebels over offers from Louisville, Clemson,
and Missouri. Defoor, a 6-foot-4-inch,
268 pound prospect, is a solid option for
the Rebels inside at the guard position.
Defoor committed to the Rebels in May
and remained firm throughout the whole
process.

ROYCE NEWMAN
Newman was a late steal for the Rebels. Newman, who was committed to the
Missouri Tigers until late January, chose
the Rebels after his official visit to Oxford
on Jan. 22. Newman is 6 feet 7 inches
and 260 pounds, and could provide immediate depth at the tackle position for
the Rebels. Newman chose the Rebels
over Missouri, North Carolina State and
Penn State.

ELI JOHNSON
The Rebels were able to keep Johnson,
a 6-foot-3-inch, 288 pound prospect,
in his hometown. Johnson played high
school football at Lafayette High School.
Johnson chose the Rebels over Duke,
Mississippi State and Nebraska early in
the process. Johnson could provide an
immediate impact inside at the guard or
center position, and could develop into a
three- or four-year starter for the Rebels.
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